
Congratulations on your new furniture from Hjort Knudsen.

Caring for your furniture will help it to present itself better and will pre-
serve it. This leaflet contains instructions which can be helpful in use of and 
care for your furniture.

General directions:
• Do not place furniture close to heat sources such as radiators and stoves. Keep a 

distance of at least 20-30 cm.
• Avoid exposing your furniture to direct sunlight, use curtains or blinds. Strong sun 

light can discolour and damage fabrics, leather and wood.
• Wipe up spills immediately using a paper towel and treat stain according to mate-

rial.
• Plump cushions filled with down or foam granulate regularly as they tend to loose 

volume over time.
• Excess colour from denim jeans and dark clothing may discolour light coloured 

furniture and vice versa.
• Rivets, zippers, pet’s claws and sharp objects can damage fabric and leather.

Quality:
The production of upholstered furniture is a craft. Furthermore natural ma-
terials are used. This means some variation and measureable asymmetries 
can be expected without it being considered a fault.

Leather:
Leather is a natural material. In good quality leather, such as semi aniline that 
hasn’t been ground or embossed, traces of the animals’ life are often visible. 
Each hide has natural structure and grain variations. The belly part has a mar-
ked structure and great elasticity whereas the back is more smooth and tight. 
Differences in structure and healed scars and insect bites should therefore 
not be considered a fault but a proof of natural and exclusive leather. Because 
leather is not ‘produced’ flat but on an organic and round animal some varia-
tions in the seams might occur. These cannot be corrected by the seamstress 
but are caused by different elasticity of the leather. Tolerance for this type of 
variations is less for cheaper, corrected leathers (e.g. Madras). Less elasticity 
in this type of leather also means that the seams will look tighter. We at 
Hjort Knudsen use 2 types of leather: Full-grain semi-aniline and top-grain 
corrected leather.
• Semi-aniline is soft and comfortable leather with a natural structure. It is dyed in 

the grain and is lightly surface treated to protect it against dirt and wear. We use 2 
qualities: Nature and Semi-aniline

• Top-grain leather can also be dyed in the grain but has had a more extensive sur-
face treatment. It is stiffer and does not have the natural grain. On the other hand 
it is easier to clean and care for. It cannot breathe and work with the temperature 
like semi-aniline can. We use 2 qualities: Pampas and Madras. 
Leather needs care to avoid drying out and cracking or be damaged in other ways. 
Think of leather as your own skin: Remove dirt and add nutrients. Leather might 
be damaged by fat from food or hair-wax or by sweat. 
Light dusting should be done with dry or damp cloth or by vacuuming with the 
upholstery attachment. Spot-clean with cloth and leather cleaner. Clean whole 
furniture with leather cleaner if generally dirty. Care for your furniture with 
leather care conditioner as needed when/if the leather feels dry.

Care instructions textiles:

Hjort Knudsen delivers furniture upholstered with different furniture 
textiles. Keep your furniture clean by regularly vacuuming it with the 
upholstery attachment. Spot-cleaning of all textiles is preferably done with 
a suitable foam cleaning agent. Test on a non-visible place first and follow 
the directions for use. Rub spots from the edge towards the centre to avoid 
discolouration.

Textile properties:
• Synthetic fabrics are hard-wearing and easy to care for. Spots can be removed with 

water. Micro-fibre is a synthetic fabric that weakens when wet. Do not rub spots 
on micro-fibre.

• Wool: Is hard-wearing, elastic and resistant to dirt. Wool can, when new, shed 
some surplus fibres (pilling). This does not influence quality. Spot-clean with  
mineral water or wool cleaner.

• Cotton: Is hard-wearing but fades easily. It is susceptible to dirt and not as elastic 
as wool.

• Flax: Is hard-wearing but fades easily. It is susceptible to dirt and wrinkles.
• Chenille fibers: Textiles woven with chenille fibers are hard-wearing and comfor-

table textiles. These are often produced as smooth textiles with an added soft 
and fuzzy chenille fiber to give an interesting structure to the weave. This can for 
example be stripes or other patterns. In time the fine and soft structure will be 
flattened by weight and body heat and affected by fat and dirt. Some customers 
might see these pressure marks on the textiles as spots or worn down areas. This 
is a natural characteristic of this type of textile, though, and cannot be considered 
a flaw.Please care for your chenille textiles by regular vacuuming to remove loose 
dirt. Clean surface once a month with damp microfiber cloth wrung in hot water. 
The furniture should be cleaned with foam-cleaner twice yearly.

Removable covers do not mean they are laundry-proof. We re-
commend dry cleaning.

Foam:
All upholstered furniture from Hjort Knudsen has cold foam in the seat. 
Cold foam, also known as high resistant (HR) foam, keeps elasticity over 
the years far better than regular polyether foam. Foam does normally get 
softer during the first months’ use and then does not change over the fol-
lowing years. Has one cushion been used more than others in the beginning, 
the rest can be ‘worked’ to equalize comfort in the sofa. When producing 
cold foam the density will be less in the top than in the bottom of the 
batch. This means that the foam producers only guarantee a specific density 
+/- 10 %. Thus minor differences between cushions can occur.

Wooden furniture and wood parts:
Daily cleaning of all wooden surfaces should preferable be done with a dry 
clean cloth or a firmly wrung cloth without detergent.
• Lacquered surfaces: Lacquered surfaces stand cleaning with a damp or moist cloth 

daily. Further cleaning is done with a mild detergent followed by wiping with a 
clean dry cloth.

• Oiled surfaces: Spot-clean with a firmly wrung cloth and soap or detergent. Wipe 
immediately with dry cloth. Apply oil/oil-wax 1-2 times a year as needed. Clean 
with wood cleaner before application of oil.

• Soap finished surfaces: If spot is not removable with water carefully sand it off and 
treat with soap afterwards. Use special kit for soap finish, also on the reverse side. 
Never use soft soap.

• Untreated surfaces: Spot-clean with water, wood cleaner or sand paper. Untreated 
tables can always be treated with oil or soap. Remember to treat the reverse side 
to avoid that different moisture content leads to warping.

Your furniture shop will always be available for advice.
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